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Customs, or, in the case of Guam, 
through the Customs officer of the 
Government of Guam, on a form pro-
vided for that purpose, stating the 
number of the permit, the quantity in 
the shipment, the locality where 
grown, the date of arrival, and, if by 
rail, the name of the railroad company, 
the car numbers, and the terminal 
where the shipment is to be unloaded, 
or, if by vessel, the name of the vessel 
and the designation of the dock where 
the shipment is to be landed. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0049) 

[24 FR 10788, Dec. 29, 1959, as amended at 48 
FR 57466, Dec. 30, 1983] 

§ 319.55–6 Inspection and disinfection 
at port of arrival. 

(a) Paddy rice. All importations of 
seed or paddy rice from Mexico shall be 
subject, as a condition of entry, to such 
inspection or disinfection in accord-
ance with part 305 of this chapter, or 
both, at the port of arrival, as shall be 
required by the inspector, and to the 
delivery to the collector of customs by 
the inspector of a written notice that 
the seed or paddy rice has been in-
spected and found to be apparently free 
from plant diseases and insect pests or 
that the required treatment has been 
given. Should any shipment of such 
seed or paddy rice be found to be so in-
fested with insect pests or infected 
with plant diseases that, in the judg-
ment of the inspector, it cannot be 
cleaned by disinfection or other treat-
ment in accordance with part 305 of 
this chapter, the entire shipment may 
be refused entry. 

(b) Rice straw and rice hulls. (1) As a 
condition of entry, rice straw and rice 
hulls shall be subject to inspection and 
to treatment in accordance with part 
305 of this chapter at the port of ar-
rival, under the supervision of the in-
spector, by methods and at plants ap-
proved by the Plant Protection and 
Quarantine Programs and, as a further 
condition of entry, in order to permit 
effective treatment, the contents of 
packages or bales shall not be com-
pressed to a density of more than 30 
pounds per cubic foot. Rice straw and 
rice hulls will be admitted only at 
ports where adequate facilities are 
available for such treatment. The re-

quired treatment must be given within 
20 days after arrival, but if any ship-
ment of rice straw or rice hulls shall be 
found upon arrival to be dangerously 
infested or infected the inspector may 
direct immediate treatment under ade-
quate safeguards; and, if the treatment 
and safeguards are not put into effect 
as directed, the shipment shall be re-
moved from the country immediately 
or destroyed. 

(2) Unless, within 20 days after the 
date of arrival of a shipment at the 
port at which the formal entry was 
filed, the importation has received the 
required treatment, due notice of 
which shall be given to the collector of 
customs by the inspector, demand will 
be made by the collector for redelivery 
of the shipment into customs custody 
under the terms of the entry bond, and, 
if such redelivery is not made, the ship-
ment shall be removed from the coun-
try or destroyed. 

(c) General. (1) All charges for stor-
age, cartage, and labor incident to in-
spection and disinfection, other than 
the services of the inspector, shall be 
paid by the importer. 

(2) All shipments shall be so baled, 
bagged, or wrapped as to prevent scat-
tering or wastage. If, in the judgment 
of the inspector, a shipment is not so 
bagged, baled, or wrapped, it shall be 
reconditioned at the expense of the per-
mittee or entry may be refused. 

[24 FR 10788, Dec. 29, 1959, as amended at 75 
FR 4252, Jan. 26, 2010] 

§ 319.55–7 Importations by mail. 
Sections 319.55–2 to 319.55–6, inclu-

sive, provide for importations other-
wise than through the mails. Importa-
tions of seed or paddy rice from Mex-
ico, and of rice straw and rice hulls 
from all foreign countries and local-
ities, may be made by mail, Provided 
(a) That a permit has been issued for 
the importation in accordance with 
§§ 319.55–2, 319.55–4, and (b) That each 
shipment is accompanied from the for-
eign mailing point by a special mailing 
tag directing the package to a Plant 
Protection and Quarantine Programs 
inspection station for inspection and, if 
necessary, for treatment, before being 
released to the mails for delivery to 
the importer, unless entry is refused in 
accordance with the provisions of 
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§ 319.55–6. The special mailing tags will 
be furnished on request to the importer 
for transmission in advance to his for-
eign shipper. 

(Approved by the Office of Management and 
Budget under control number 0579–0049) 

[24 FR 10788, Dec. 29, 1959, as amended at 48 
FR 57466, Dec. 30, 1983] 

Subpart—Fruits and Vegetables 

SOURCE: 72 FR 39501, July 18, 2007, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 319.56–1 Notice of quarantine. 
(a) Under section 412(a) of the Plant 

Protection Act, the Secretary of Agri-
culture may prohibit or restrict the 
importation and entry of any plant or 
plant product if the Secretary deter-
mines that the prohibition or restric-
tion is necessary to prevent the intro-
duction into the United States or the 
dissemination within the United States 
of a plant pest or noxious weed. 

(b) The Secretary has determined 
that it is necessary to prohibit the im-
portation into the United States of 
fruits and vegetables and associated 
plants and portions of plants except as 
provided in this part. 

§ 319.56–2 Definitions. 
Above ground parts. Any plant parts, 

such as stems, leaves, fruit, or inflores-
cence (flowers), that grow solely above 
the soil surface. 

Administrator. The Administrator of 
the Animal and Plant Health Inspec-
tion Service, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, or any other em-
ployee of the United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture delegated to act in 
his or her stead. 

APHIS. The Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service, United States De-
partment of Agriculture. 

Commercial consignment. A lot of 
fruits or vegetables that an inspector 
identifies as having been imported for 
sale and distribution. Such identifica-
tion will be based on a variety of indi-
cators, including, but not limited to: 
Quantity of produce, type of pack-
aging, identification of grower or pack-
inghouse on the packaging, and docu-
ments consigning the fruits or vegeta-
bles to a wholesaler or retailer. 

Commodity. A type of plant, plant 
product, or other regulated article 
being moved for trade or other purpose. 

Consignment. A quantity of plants, 
plant products, and/or other articles, 
including fruits or vegetables, being 
moved from one country to another 
and covered, when required, by a single 
phytosanitary certificate (a consign-
ment may be composed of one or more 
commodities or lots). 

Country of origin. Country where the 
plants from which the plant products 
are derived were grown. 

Cucurbits. Any plants in the family 
Cucurbitaceae. 

Field. A plot of land with defined 
boundaries within a place of production 
on which a commodity is grown. 

Frozen fruit or vegetable. Any variety 
of raw fruit or vegetable preserved by 
commercially acceptable freezing 
methods in such a way that the com-
modity remains at ¥6.7 °C (20 °F) or 
below for at least 48 hours prior to re-
lease. 

Fruits and vegetables. A commodity 
class for fresh parts of plants intended 
for consumption or processing and not 
for planting. 

Import and importation. To move into, 
or the act of movement into, the terri-
torial limits of the United States. 

Inspector. Any individual authorized 
by the Administrator of APHIS or the 
Commissioner of the Bureau of Cus-
toms and Border Protection, Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, to enforce 
the regulations in this subpart. 

Lot. A number of units of a single 
commodity, identifiable by its homo-
geneity of composition and origin, 
forming all or part of a consignment. 

National plant protection organization 
(NPPO). Official service established by 
a government to discharge the func-
tions specified by the International 
Plant Protection Convention. 

Noncommercial consignment. A lot of 
fruits or vegetables that an inspector 
identifies as having been imported for 
personal use and not for sale. 

Permit. A written, oral, or electroni-
cally transmitted authorization to im-
port fruits or vegetables in accordance 
with this subpart. 

Phytosanitary certificate. A document, 
including electronic versions, that is 
related to a consignment and that: 
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